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indexed. Not illustrated. 1840 Excerpt: .strong assertions may accord with facts in a Church where strict
discipline is observed, it is very painful to be obliged to make them in several of the baptisms at which we have
to officiate. Among the rules from which common usage has established a departure, there is the first rubric in
the Communion Service, which affords a check against the intrusion of unworthy persons to the Lord s Table.
This has been, and is, so commonly disused, that were a parish minister to act upon it individually, he would be
regarded as an innovator upon established customs, and stir up a feeling most unfavourable to his general
usefulness. Neither is the 29th Canon acted upon, for fear of the same consequences; and yet it is highly
desirable that we should have some practicable and general rule for the prevention of unworthy persons
standing as sponsors, and coming to the Lord s Table. We would further observe, we desire to be relieved from
the obligation of reading the damnatory clauses of the Athanasian Creed. They lead several clergymen to
disuse the creed altogether, and offend the feelings of many orthodox and attached members of our Church.
We would explicitly state, we do not object to the doctrines of the Athanasian Creed; neither do we ask for
alterations in our Services, if discipline be put in force: but we do beg to be relieved from the painful dilemmas
in which we are now placed; and we entreat...
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