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Excerpt: . holm. Great Britain and Prussia were obliged again
to threaten Denmark, in 1789, to keep her from aiding Russia.
The British minister, speaking for both States, expressed their
fixed determination to maintain the balance of power in the
North. A defensive alliance was then formed between Russia
and Austria on the one hand, and France and Spain on the
other. The Bourbon kingdoms pledged themselves to a strict
neutrality in the Eastern War as it then existed; but if Russia or
Austria were attacked by any other State, they were to be
helped, --Austria, by an army of sixty thousand men; Russia, by
a fleet of sixteen ships-of-the-line and twelve frigates. The latter
provision shows both the kind of attack feared by Russia and
the direction of her ambition. On the 4th of May of this year,
1789, the States General met at...
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