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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1889 edition. Excerpt: .can by no means be depended upon. After many and vain
efforts to obtain efficient power for my laboratory the following plan was hit upon, and has proved wholly
satisfactory. The method is very simple. It consists in providing a tank with an inlet valve operated by a float. As
the water is withdrawn from the tank the float sinks and opens the valve, and the inflowing stream of water
brings the water in the tank back to the full height. As the inlet valve permits a much larger stream of water to
pass than the outlet valve does, the tank always stands essentially at the same level. The simplicity of my whole
arrangement is one of its particular features. The tank consists of a vinegar barrel. It is set upon a platform in
the story above my laboratory, and gives a fall of about fifteen feet. The water supply is taken from the city
water that is piped throughout the building. The pipe conducting the water to the laboratory below is a small
lead pipe and siphons the water over the top of the barrel. It is almost as easily put in place as rubber tubing,
and can readily be changed to reach any part of the laboratory. It is closed at the lower end with a short piece
of rubber tubing and a screw pinchcock, with whieh connection can be made with a water motor or other
apparatus. The float and valve...
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