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Windham Press, United States, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****The Complete Works of William Shakespeare Pericles, Prince of Tyre with
Annotations and a General Introduction by Sidney Lee By William Shakespeare Introduction The apocryphal
works of Shakespeare are even more various in values than the apocryphal books of the Bible. There is hardly
as much difference between the sub- lime Wisdom of Solomon and the nursery tale of Bel and the Dragon as
between the glorious torso of The Two Noble Kinsmen and the abject futility of Mucedonis or Locrine. There are
two plays, and only two, certain that Shakespeare wrote the nobler part as that Shakespeare did not write the
whole. The one is taken from the Knight s Tale, of Chaucer, the other from an episode in Gower s Confessio
Amantis. In the one case the unfinished work of Shakespeare was completed by the feebler and yet the
accomplished and the dexterous hand of a lesser and yet a great dramatic poet; in the other case the hand of
Shakespeare touched and transfigured, recreated and recast, the work of an obscure precursor whose sketch
he did not always give himself the trouble to correct and repaint, but chose rather now and then to leave as it
stood in the rough, with an incongruous touch of unseasonable splendor flung in or thrown on here and there.
It is not easy to say exactly where the work of revision or interpolation begins or ends. We may be misled and
dazzled into misjudgment and injustice by the beauty of single lines or short passages, which on
reconsideration may not seem so far superior as at first they seemed to the not always un- worthy context.
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