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Bill Addressed to the Man in the Street Mr. Chamberlain was invited by Mr. Gladstone to join the new
Government, but he declined to do so on account of the Irish policy which, it was rumoured, the new Prime
Minister intended to carry out. Mr. Gladstone, however, assured him that he had not, up to that date, formed
any definite plan, but that he had only committed himself to examination and inquiry, and on that assurance
Mr. Chamberlain consented to join the Ministry. It is diHicult to understand how such an assurance could have
been given. Parliament met on February 18th, with Mr. Gladstone as Prime Minister; on March 26th Mr.
Chamberlain and others leJ the Government; and on April 8th a complete Home Rule Bill for Ireland was
placed before the House of Commons. Eight days later a Land Bill for Ireland was also introduced. It is hard to
believe that in such short intervals any eHective examination and inquiry could have taken place, or that there
was time to decide on the provisions of, and to draJ, such large, complicated and far-reaching measures as
these two Bills proved to be. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and
classic books. Find more at This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses
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